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life. "We retain no recollection of the care which was lavished
upon our childhood. A child who loses its mother in infancy
has never known a mother; for it, the mother has never
existed. If those who saw us in the cradle did not recount
our actions during that period, we should be entirely ignorant
of them. We have to witness the successive stages of infancy,
the sucking child, the long clothes, the staggering steps, the
little go-cart, in order to realize that we too have been like
that infant, have gone through those stages of being. Memory,
which is not developed at all in man until he is a year old,
and which becomes extinct in old men, is subject, even when
it is at its highest point of activity, to innumerable weak-
nesses, caused by illness or the want of exercise, so that in fact
our hold of this faculty is always precarious. We cannot
doubt that in the other life it will have the power, the cer-
tainty, and scope which it lacks here below.

At the same time, our memory will be enriched by a num-
ber of new subjects. The soul, beholding and understanding
the worlds which surround it, will be able to fix the geography
of all those different places in its memory. It will know the
physical revolutions, the populations, and the legislation of
these thousand countries. The superhuman being will know
what exists in such planets and their satellites as come within
his reach, or as he shall visit. Just as, in order to gain infor-
mation, we visit America or Australia, so the superhuman
being visits Mars or Venus, and furnishes his memory
with millions of facts, which it retains and reproduces at
will. What immense power must memory, always sup-